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To:

Holocaust Victims Assets Litigation
P.O. Box 8300

San Francisco, CA 95128-8300
USA

Re: Submissions for the Settlement Residual Funds

Introduction

On November 17, 2003 Judge E. Korman signed an order inviting organizations to offer assistance to
needy Nazi victims, to submit proposals of allocation of the mnclaimed residual funds from the $1.25
billion Settlement fund. We hereby submit a proposal for the allocation of the unclaimed residual

funds in light of our activities and future projects.

Kibbutz Yad Mordechai

The heroic monument to Mordechai Anilewitz and the water tower that was shelled in the War of
Independence, express the special history of the Kibbutz. It was established in 1943 by the Shomer
HaTzair movement in Poland and named afier Mordechai Anilewitz, the commander of the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising. During the 1948 War of Independence the kibbutz was attacked and occupied by the
Egyptian army. In the six days of furious fighting, however, the defense forces stopped the advance of
the Egyptian army into the center of Israel. On November §, 1948, the kibbutz was liberated by the
IDF. Rehabilitation and restoration began immediately. Today there are more than 700 adults, youth
and children in kibbutz Yad Mordechai. Their sense of mission is a catalyst for continued growth and

success. The kibbutz economy is based on agriculture, tourism and industry.

In Yad Mordechai live today 40 survivors of the Holocaust who were born between 1913 and 1942 1n
European Nazi occupied countries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Romania and the Ukraine.
See Appendix I for a list of the victims' names, years and places of birth and ID numbers. Yad

Mordechai was established by the survivors of the Holocaust, who fled Europe during the Second
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World War. There were 100 victims of the Holocaust in the kibbutz who passed away since the
foundation of Yad Mordechai. The second generation of the kibbutz members includes 200 people of

which about one-half are living today in the kibbutz. The third generation comprises about 500 people.

The kibbutz, being a center for Holocaust memory and studies, functions as a meeting point for the
Holocaust survivors from the surroundings in the south of Israel and from the Kibbutz movement in
Israel. Many survivors see kibbutz Yad Mordechai, not only as a place of the central national Yom
Hashoa memorial ceremony, but also as a daily meeting point to visit and participate in numerous

activities.

We, the survivors of the Holocaust, live in a unique community of victims. We all chose to share the
same life of the kibbutz and we support each other on a daily basis. OQur lives' project is the Museum
and the education we grant to our children, grandchildren and the children of Israel through the
Museum activities. Many funds and organization have tried to assist us in our daily struggle for
financial existence. However, the reality is still harsh. We, as kibbutz members, do not eam for our
living. We have no monthly income and do not participate in the private sector opportunities. We just
share the responsibilities and benefits of the kibbutz. Therefore, we have no budget or any opportunity

to support our own Holocaust projects. We live of donations and fully depend on them.

We need much of support for our official activities in the museum. Nevertheless, our biggest personal
problem is that we have no place to gather and meet each other, We have no place to receive the daily
therapies and treatments. We use the general kibbutz' buildings which are sometimes available for us.
Such a desired place can also be used for our social activities relating to the Holocaust. As specified
below, even those activities with our visitors take place in the kibbutz' classes which are not designated
for that purpose. We have no financial resources to provide ourselves with this simple and basic need
of a club or a meeting place. Moreover, since so many survivors see Yad Mordechai as their second

home and a place to meet with others of their age and background, such a house will not only serve the

40 of us, but will also serve many hundreds of victims from the region.
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Yad Mordechai Mussum

The museum "From Holocaust to Revival" at Kibbutz Yad Mordechai, was opened in 1968 to
memorialize the heroism of the Jewish people in the Warsaw Ghetto and the defenders of Yad
Mordechai and the Negev in the Isracli War of Independence. The museum is a non profitable public
organization ("Amuta") number 58-004006-1. The museum is run and managed by us, the Holocaust
survivors. Certificate of association is attached as Appendix II. The museun is unique in that it shows
the Holocaust as a forerunner of the Israeli War of Independence where many of the fighters were
Holocaust survivors or family members of Holocaust victims. The understanding of this most difficult
period of the Jewish history facilitates the integration of young people and new immigrants into the

Israeli society, and furthers understanding by non Israelis.

Housed in an award winning building designed by Arie. Sharon, winner of the Israel prize for

architecture in 1962, the exhibits are arranged in a chronological order depicting the history of the

Jewish people from before the Holocaust in Furope to the battles in the Negev in 1948. Visitors to the
museum include thousands of children, soldiers, new immigrants, tourist groups and families from all
over the country (especially from the Negev) every year. Before the last years of Intifada

approximately 40,000 people visited the museum annually.

The museum holds the central memorial ceremony of Yom Hashoa in the south of Israel which is
attended by ministers and the president of Israel since the 1960s. See photos from memorial

ceremonies, attended by several presidents of Israel, attached as Appendix I1].



Seminars and Education

The museum has small temporary seminar classrooms, where learning activities relating to the
Holocaust are held. The classrooms are not attached to the museum campus and were given to the
museum by the Kibbutz for several years only. Israeli schools in the Negev reserve a day at the
seminar in which they choose a subject of study appropriate for their class. The subjects available are:
children in the Holocaust, the rise of the Nazis to power, the Revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto, absorption

of Holocaust survivors and so on.

During the seminar, students see films on the chosen subject, participate in discussion with us, the
survivors, tour the museum and hear testimony of Holocaust survivors. The number of students, who

take part in these seminars, is between 4,000 to 5,000 annually.

Finance

As mentioned above, we, as kibbutz members, have no financial resources to support our Holocaust
activities. The museum's source of income is from fees and donations. See balance sheets for 2002

attached as Appendix IV,

In recent years, since the outbreak of the Intifada and because of the worsening economic situation in
Israel, there has been a great decrease in the number of visitors to our museum. Tourists from outside
Israel are almost not attending and soldiers are busy with the security roles. School children are taken
on fewer trips because of the economic and security situation. Children, mostly from the southern part
of the country, often from lower socio-economic groups, as well as new immigrants, are unable to pay

trips outside of school.

In the past, the government financially supported our museum as well as other museums and cultural
institutions. In recent years, that support has been cut dramatically and is given only for up keep the

HIUSCUMS.
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The proposed Project:

Social and treatments center and protected housing for the elderly survivors: as we mentioned above,

our major personal problem is that we lack a place to gather and meet each other and a place for
therapies and treatments. We are 40 survivors and accompanied by many other survivors who come to
visit the kibbutz, So far, we have used the general kibbutz' buildings and its accommodations. We

would like to have a place in which we can meet for social activities and therapy activities of different
types.

Since we reached an advanced age, some of us need a protected housing for senior people. We would

like the same building to include rooms and arrangements for senior people needs.

We hope that the same building can also be used for our social activities relating to the Holocaust and
for the visitors of the museumn. As specified below, even those activities with our visitors take place
today in the kibbutz classes which are not designated for that purpose. We have no financial resources
to provide ourselves with this simple and basic need of such a meeting place, and previous attempts of
funding raise have failed. Moreover, since so many survivors see Yad Mordechai as their second home
and a place to meet with others of their age and background, such a house will not only serve the 40 of

us but will also serve many hundreds of victims from the region.

We estimate the costs of constructions and operation of such a building as $820,000. See details

attached in Appendix V.

Museum and Holocaust related activities - As of now, we have in the Museum only galleries with

exhibits. We do not have classrooms or a central auditorium for conferences. Construction of a

Seminar Center/Auditorium will enable us to offer half day seminars, full day seminars, congresses
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and symposiums for a wide range of audiences. The events will focus on Holocaust aﬁd Revival
related topics. Our experience for the last twenty years is that guided tours in the Museum are not
enough as a means of multidimensional understanding experience of Holocaust related topics: Anti-
Semitism, Discrimination, The Aggressive aspects of Human-Nature, Totalitarism etc. The Semmars
and Conferences will be based on a variety of methodological means such as: lectures, films, eye-
witness testimonies, guided discussions, dramatic demonstrations etc. All these events will be carried
out in the languages of the main new immigrant groups and the languages of the visitors from abroad.
The new seminar center will need a variety of technical equipments such as: Tv’s, computers,

projectors, furniture, central air-condition system etc.

According to preliminary estimations, attached as Appendix VI, the total cost of the new auditorium

and halls is $2.73 MM.

Number and Location of Nazi victims to be served

The information detailed hereunder is based on the latest survey conducted by JDC-Brookdale
Institution from October 2003. The survey comprises national Survey of People Age 60 and Over,
which was conducted by the Central Burean of Statistics in 1997, the National Insurance Institute, the
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, the Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, and the Ministry of
Health and others. According to this survey, at the end of 2002, there were 279,000 Holocaust
survivors living in Israel, out of which 258,000 survivors are aged 65 and over and 71,000 are aged 80
and over. The survey also shows that in 2015 the Holocaust survivors population is expected to be less

than 100,000 people.

As we specified above, we are 40 survivors living today in kibbutz Yad Mordechai and we meet and

serve in the museum many hundreds of other survivors who live in other kibbutzim in the south of
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we believe that our needs are clear. Our financial status, as kibbutz members with no constant income,
does not allow us to support our activities and therefore we submit this application for a financial

assistance.

Sincerely yours,

TTIMPIY NN PRIV
79145 22T M- 1P
03<62205297590

&’ad Mordechai

Appendix I - A list of Holocaust survivors who live in Yad Mordechai
Appendix IT — A certificate of Association

Appendix Il - photos

Appendix IV — financial statements

Appendix V - protected housing project

Appendix VI - Holocaust related activities — financial needs

* Appendix VII - list of board members
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