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Application for the Settlement Residual Funds

Judge E. Korman signed in October 2003 an order inviting organizations, which seek to offer
assistance to needy Nazi victims, to proposed schemes of allocation of the unclaimed residual funds

from the Settlement fund with the Swiss banks.

We hereby submit a proposal for the allocation of the unclaimed residual funds in kght of our

activities and future projects.

The Organization

Beit Haedut (the Hebrew translation to "Testimony House") in Moshav Nit Galim, Israel, was
founded by the organization of senior members of Benei Akiva from Europe for the purpose of
documenting, researching and perpetuating the activities of Religious Zionism during the period of
the Holocaust and its aftermath. In addition, Beit Haedut is responsible for variety of social
activities for and with Holocaust survivors and holds seminar for education of professionals
assigned to wotk with the victims. The founders of Beit Haedut were motivated by the sense that
the part of Religious Zionism during this time of darkness never received its proper merits. Beit
Haedut is registered as a non profitable public organization since 1991 under the name "Yad Laad -
Tesdmony House of Religious Zionism and The Holocaust Hentage Founded by Benei Akiva

Veterans — Europe”. See certificate attached as Appendix A.

Surely the tens of thousands of visitors who have visited Beit Haedut since its opening can attest to
the fact that they have learned much about an important chapter m the history of the Holocaust
and the revival of the Jewish nation, a chapter that had previously been unknown to them. The
strongest impression, according to the visitors, 1s a result of the direct contact and testimonies of

followed by discussions with Holocaust survivors.



QOur activities;

Conferences, lectures and ceremonies — in Beit Haedut we welcome every year hundreds of
Holocaust survivors to the annual memotial ceremony of Yom Hashoa (the main ceremony for the

Religious Zionist people), other periodic assemblies and lectures about the Holocaust.

Professional seminars — in Beit Haedut we hold professional seminars dealing with various
subjects of the Holocaust and the victims. For instance, we have recently held a conference of
social workers from the Beer Yaakov mental mstitute. These social workers treat the Holocaust

survivors and their expertise is the post Holocaust syndromes.

Therapy projects — in Beit Haedut the Holocaust survivors patticipate in unique therapy
projects. In these events the survivors meet with the seconds and third generations i order to
develop the mutual communication between the survivors and their descendants. With the guide of
professional actors and therapists the survivors share their personal experiences and tell their
personal in the Holocaust stories to their children and grandchildren. Obviously, for the survivors

and their families such unique experiences contain emotional moments.

Database — in Beit Haedut we have developed a wide database containing the stories and
heritage of the victims from the Religious Zionist movement. Thousands of survivors have been
participating by providing their stories, documents and photos. The database will be available in our
museurn for interactive activities and educational purposes. In the future we wish to make this

database public and available on the Intetnet.

Beit Haedut Museum ~ The museum was founded by the victims of the Religious Zionist
movement. In the museum we tell the stories of the Holocaust and focus on the heritage of the
Religious Zionist movement and its fate in the Second World War. The museum offers a special

exhibitton of ancient Ruropean synagogues (pictures and models) which were destroyed by the



Nazis. We welcome 25,000 visitors in our museum per year. A brochure of the museum detailing

its activities is attached Appendix B.

Library — in Beit Haedut we give our visitors a free of charge access to our rich library of

Holocaust related literature and the Religious Zionist role in and after the Second World War.

Publication — Beit Haedut runs publishing facilities and related scholarship schemes which aim
to sponsor and encourage young students and researches to study the issues of the Religious

Zionist movement in the Holocaust.

Educational activities — Beit Haedut s a center for educational activities for students and
soldiers, Every year we welcome groups which join us for a day of Holocaust studies in the
museum and participate in our activities. Recently, we focused on education for needy students

who come from developing areas in the south of Israel.

Financial resources

Beit Haedut's major resoutces of income are the governmental supports, donations and museum

fees. See balance sheet for 2002 attached as Appendix C.

Financial needs
We specify below the projects operated in Beit Haedut and the financial needs:

We have detailed above the different activities of Beit Haedut. So far, we operated with low
budget and had to host our visitors n several rooms of our museum which are not designated for

the purpose of social assemblies, cetemonies, lectures and therapies.
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In order to enable these activities and expand the community involvements we plan to build a
new building. In such a new building we can meet with the sutvivors and their families and hold
our unique social activities for the Religious Zionist victims and the senior members of Bnet Akiva

from Europe.

Our projects serve the community of approximately 2,500 victims related to the Religious
Zionist movement throughout Israel. We are the only organization to take care of these senior
people. We estimate that around 70% of those victims are needy persons who cannot pay for the

special actvities of Beit Haedut. .

Social Meetings in the new building — Since we have expanded our activities in the last years,
the museum building can not be used for our social meetings anymore. We wish to build a new
building, contains eight classes, four rooms for social therapies and an assembly hall, designated
only for the social purpose. We have already addressed the local authornities and are in the process
to achieve the necessary approvals for such a building, and the authorities have already allocated the
designated land for the building. We, therefore, ask for a tinancial support in order to start the

constructons.

Based on preliminary esumations, we ask for a sum of $850,000 for the constructions and
additional sum of $260,000 in order to purchase equipment necessary for our activities, such as

futniture, computers, screens, audio systems, projectots and internet servers.

An addidonal sum of $660,000 is required for our professional staff which includes social
wotkers, psychologists, therapists and instructors. This sum also includes the general expenses
related to our daily activities with needy victims. One of the major projects we would like to assume
with the help of these monies is a "mobilized educational unit" — due to the economic crisis in
Istael, many schools cannot attend our museum and activities. For such needy population, we plan

to operate transportation units which will include our equipments, mstructors and Holocaust



survivors to enable the educational activities in the schools. This amount is estimated for a period

of ten years of activity.

A sum of $120,000 is required for our scholarship scheme which suppotts the educational

activities and studies conducted by the second and third generation of the victims.

Number and Location of Nazi victims

The information detailed hereunder is based on the latest survey conducted by JDC-Brookdale
Institation from October 2003. The survey shows that at the end of 2002, there were 258,000

survivors aged 65 living in Israel.

As mentioned above, Beit Haedut is the home and meeting point for the victims of the
Holocaust from the Religious Zionist movement and Bnei Akiva. Our organization is 2 unique
combination of the Holocaust studies, the Zionist movement and the Jewish religion and tradition.
Our members come from many different communities in Europe but they all share the same values
of the Religious-Zionist movement and the same fate as a result of the Holocaust. We also focus on
the relationships and mutual education of the victims and the second and third generations in
Israel. We are in daily contact with hundreds of victims (of which 70% are presumed in a needy
status). Qut of several thousands of the Religious-Zionist survivors, over 2,500 victims are
registered as members in our organization and many thousands of second and third generations

have already attended Beit Haedut.



To conclude, Beit Haedut is a unique institution which setves and assists the special movement of
Religious Zionist Jews of whom many wete murdered 1n the Holocaust while others survived and
contributed to the establishment of the Istaeli State. These survivors carried on the names and

heritage of those who had perished in the Holocaust.

Our Beit Haedut is the only center and home for these tens of thousands of Religious Zionist and

Benei Akiva who live in Israel today.

Date: J)(J //? O3

e

PUL T X £2
Ny N
(Y ey panEn nyMnd

/ ?801§8y§5 ALH D9

Beit Haedut

Attached:

Certificate 1ssued by the State of Israel - Appendix A

Beit Haedut's brochure — Appendm B

Financial statements — Appendix C
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