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To JAN ¢ € 2002
Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation
P.O. Box 8300 LEGAL SERVICES
San Francisco, CA 94128-8300
US.A. 31 December 2003

Re: Application to the Funds from the Swiss Banks Settlement

Please find enclosed the application of IGS to the residual funds from the Swiss banks Settlement.

Please do not hesitate to contact me for any questions.

Sincerely yours,

Prof. Jacob Lomranz, chairman
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General

On November 17, 2003 Judge E. Korman signed an order (the “Order”) inviting “any person or

organization who seeks to offer a plan for providing assistance to needy Nazi victims” to submit

proposals of allocation of the unclaimed residual funds from the $1.25 billion Settlement fund.

The undersigned organization hereby submits a proposal for such allocation of the unclaimed residual

funds in accordance with the guidelines specified in the Order.

The Israel Gerontological Society

1.

The Israel Gerontological Society ("IGS") was founded in 1956, witnessing a phenomenal
unprecedented rate and scale of population aging in Israel. IGS is a registered non-profitable
organization number 58-000-493-5, The Article of Association is attached as Appendix I. This
"demographic revolution" has its specific characteristics in Israel: during the last 50 years, the
Israeli society has undergone an intensive aging process, in which the rate of the elderly has

multiplied by four, from 3% in the 1950s to about 12% in the year 2000,
Israel is also a country that is characterized by:

L Absorbing a constant flow of immigrants from 119 countries, many of them —

especially the elderly population — Holocaust survivors, representing a wide spread

of ethics, economic, health, educational and cultural variance.
1. Living under constant security threats.
HI.  Continuously struggling with economic and cultural pressures.

All these pose extreme challenges to the aging processes of its elderly and to the society as a
whole. The proper quality of life must be attained for the elderly populations, and the IGS

attempts to mobilize science, research and policy, to attain if.
The Goals and Specific Aims of the Society:

L To serve as a dominant factor in formulating theoretical and practical
recommendations for legislators, policy makers governmental agencies, who deal

with national gerontological policy in Israel.

I1. To protect the rights of the elderly.



I11. To disseminate information, organize conferences, scholarships, award prizes,
educate and increase public awareness as to the challenges, and opportunities of
aging.

5. 1GS is a voluntary organization which serves as an "umbrella body" for research and academic
institutions, organizations, services and agencies dealing with the subject of aging in Israel.
Among the members of IGS are the most professional community of gerontologists (about 650
registered members). The events it organizes are attended by thousands. IGS consists of four
sections: Social gerontology and behavioral science; Applied gerontology; Medicine and

health; and Biological gerontology.

6. The society governing bodies include: a board, an executive committee and officers who are
specialists in different areas of gerontology and head the four sections of the Society. The
Society has also established six regional branches across the country: Jerusalem, Haifa and the
north; Beit Shean valley; the western Galilee; Tel Aviv and center; Beer Sheva and the south.

In their activities the branches serve professionals as well as the local population.
1GS is a member of the International Society of Aging and active in its European section.

7. Executive Council:

Chairman — Prof. Jacob Lomranz
Vice Chair — Dr. Yitshal Berner
Treasurer — Mr. Yaacov Kabilou
Legal Advisor — Adv. Hagit Friedman

8. Onesoing Activities of IGS Include

L Publishing a quarterly journal of aging studies and information "Gerontology” (in

Hebrew, including summaries in English)

1L Biannual Conferences of the society are held regularly (since 1956) and host guests
from abroad
1L [nitiating and organizing conferences, seminars and regional meetings, mostly

mterdisciplinary in nature. These are organized in cooperation with academic and
field institutions in Israel and abroad, the regional branches, and are useful for

disseminating the latest research finding in the field.

IV.  Awarding prizes, scholarships and honorary certificates for outstanding research

projects and paying respect to individuals for their contribution in the field of



gerontology. Among others: The Prochovnik prize for advanced research is
awarded annually for outstanding research projects. This prize is given to young
gerontologist to promote their career development. Honorary Certificates are also
awarded for a specific or lifetime contribution to the promotion of gerontology in

Israel.

Financial status:

9.

The major source of income in IGS is the member fees paid by the professionals registered
with 1GS. IGS is constantly seeking for donations, but the economic situation in Israel makes
such source of income almost unavailable. IGS' financial statements are attached as Appendix

IL

Number and Location of Nazi victims to be served

10. The information is based on the survey conducted by JDC-Brookdale Institution in October

11.

2003. According to this survey, at the end of 2002, there are about 300,000 Holocaust
survivors living in Israel comprising the majority of all elderly population in the country. Out

of those 300,000 elderly, 71,000 Holocaust survivors are aged 80 and over.

IGS and the proposed project detailed below aim to serve all these victims. We believe that
appropriate research and the "Ombudsman program" will dramatically improve all survivors'

welfare.

Support for ongoing and future researches

12.

13.

IGS is a voluntary organization which serves as an "umbrella body" for research and academic
institutions and organizations dealing with the subject of aging in Israel. As such IGS is
responsible to direct and advise the proposed plans for new studies and research. IGS is
addressed by many scholars every year who ask for sponsorships and scholarships for their
researches. IGS, as of today, do not have the appropriate financial resources to support those

very important researches.

In IGS we acknowledge the wide range of issues which derive from the combination of
Holocaust survivors and aging. We have been requested by many institutions and scholars to
fund researches in this specific area. Such researches will contribute to develop the awareness

and knowledge about the special needs of the Holocaust survivors. Every therapist, medical



doctor, social worker and other professional who deal with Holocaust survivors on a datly basis
will benefit. Such available funds can rapidly improve the attitude of the professionals towards

the survivors.

14. Therefore, we request a sum of $1.5 MM to support the research and development of academic

knowledge about aging Holocaust survivors and their special needs. This sum will be used for

scholarships and sponsorships for a comprehensive research in this important subject.

The Israel Ombudsman for the Senior Victims

15.

16.

17.

Over the past four decades Israeli society has undergone an accelerated process of aging. The
number of elderly has, since the 1950s, more than tripled (from 3% in 1950 to nearly 12% in
2000). The origins of the elderly population in Israel represent about 119 countries of origin.
However, it should be emphasized that about 2/3 of the total elderly population have reached
Israe] from European/American countries. Among those is an extremely high proportion of

Holocaust survivors.

The aged population is socially, economically, educationally and culturally diverse, as are its

needs. Holocaust survivors age differently bearing the long-term effects of the Holocaust,

therefore there needs deserve specially attention. The State of Israel and its senior citizen
services have attained significant goals in the terms of the services provided to its senior
citizens. These have expanded, and currently include medical services, prevention, support and
aid, diagnosis and treatment in numerous fields such as housing, welfare, health, leisure, etc.
This multitude of services bears an additional significance, attesting to the fact that elderly are
“heavy” users of services, resulting in their high level of dependency on this system. On the
other hand, it is no secret that the aged are, as a social group, powerless, their voice being
almost imperceptible. Their ability to exert pressure on the various systems — political as well
as social - is limited, and it is therefore of the utmost importance that effective channels be

developed for the expression of their needs and distress.

An additional aspect of this problem touches on the quality of life of the elderly, often
dependent on the quality of services he requires, as well as the feasibility of making himself
heard as a consumer in order to achieve the necessary modifications and improvements in this
field. While the existing services system addresses most basic needs, the quality of services is
uneven. There are, unfortunately, certain institutions that do not have a serious commitment to
quality. There are also various entities that provide information that is not coordinated among

the different providers of information, a fact which may cause confusion and disorientation
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18.

19.

regarding the needs of the aged. The treatment and services system is operated by numerous
organizations and institutions: various government ministries, the public sector, voluntary
organizations, and the private sector. Coordination among these offices and institutions is
insufficient. Several offices within the designated government ministries (Health, Labor and
Social Affairs, etc.) serve the public, including the elderly population. There are numerous
disadvantages in this respect: these offices refer mainly to systems that fall under their
responsibility; they treat all population groups; there is a frequent lack of separation between
the receiver of the complaint and the destination for which it is intended. Furthermore, in many
cases specific government ministries handle all public complaints, regardless of the field to
which they pertain. The lack of a separate and independent entity addressing the needs and
grievances of the elderly is very pronounced for this population, and is currently recognized by

all parties dealing in gerontology, as well as policy makers and public figures.

In light of this predicament of separate, complex and often incompatible service systems, with
specialized needs for different groups of elderly, and in which there is a large diversity in the
quality of services, and in which there is no exclusive body handling all grievances made by
the elderly population, and — above all — in which the voice of the senior consumer is virtually
unheard, and is only occasionally addressed — there is a growing need for an organized and
permanent address that will be available to the elderly, to help him become oriented amidst the
various procedures, in obtaining information, in handling his grievances, and actualizing his
rights when confronting the various systems. Grievances made by the aged will, of course, be
handled through coordination and cooperation with the supervising and operating

organizations,

Main Goals and Obiectives regarding the holocaust clienteles:

-To develop and institutionalize a channel for receiving and handling appeals made by the
elderly Holocaust survivors and their families pertaining to the rights they are granted, as well

as the institutional and community services to which they are entitled.

-To develop and institutionalize a communication system with the providers of services for the
elderly survivors, including voluntary organizations on the national and local levels, pertaining
to the appeals and grievances of senjor citizens in different sub-cultures, in order to improve
the efficiency of solutions and responses to these appeals, the respect accorded the elderly, and

the quality of service provided to the senior population.



22.

-Reporting to the individual lodging the grievance on the progress made in his case.

It will be necessary to map problem areas as well as the target population in order to inform the

ombudsman of the process of building the service, in accordance with a set of priorities.
Promoting systemic and public topics

In conjunction with the key role of handling individual complaints, and in cooperation with
other bodies in the various systems, the ombudsman will treat systemic problems linked to the
aged survivors and their status in society, their rights and the quality of public services they

receive. This framework will emphasize the following tasks, among others:

-Public information through the various media, regarding both the existence of the ombudsman
institute and its goals, as well as the ombudsman’s current activity, through periodic reports

that will create public awareness of the malfunctions existing in the systems serving the aged.

-Creating awareness among service providers of the roles and operating methods of the
ombudsman institute. The ombudsman will attempt to develop quality service awareness in the
various systems, and an assimilation of the principle that a grievance is a “gift” made towards
the system’s successful operation. This activity will feature meetings, seminars and

conferences with the heads of systems providing services to the elderly survivors.

-Producing an annual report, periodic reports, and publishing findings pertaining to the
ombudsman’s activity. These will serve as incentives for service providers to consistently
improve their service standards, while instilling values of quality and excellence for the benefit

of the elderly population as well as the service system.

-Developing public awareness and advancing the ombudsman’s goals, in all its various aspects,
through close cooperation with government, public and academic bodies, as well as policy

makers.

Oreanizational Framework

-The ombudsman will operate within the framework of the Israel Gerontology Association.

-The ombudsman will be guided by a public council composed of representatives of the board
of the Israe! Gerontology Association, as well as representatives of other organizations and of
the public. The council will supervise the ombudsman’s activity, determine positions, direct

policy and approve the annual work plan.
“The ombudsman will manage a system for monitoring and documenting its activities.

-The ombudsman’s activities will be subject to an audit committee.



-The ombudsman will, in the first phase, operate out of one national office, and will gradually

expand activity to local offices in additional regions.

The ombudsman institute must prepare to address all inguiries, tasks and complaints by
referring to the appropriate professionals and developing appropriate and professional methods

of handling these appeals.

23. Budget (for one year of operation) in US dollars:

Ombudsman 50.000
Coordinator of Field Workers 30,000
Coordinator for Holocaust Survivors 35,000
Secretary (Full time) 28,000

Volunteers (honorarium, remuneration, eXpenses) 20,000

Advertising, information, education 20,000
Production and distribution of annual report 10,000
Infr:i structzife, disposable office su;;)plies 13,000
Office rent 12,000
Total: 218,000

We request for the funds to allow the Ombudsman to operate for the first five years, and

consequently to total amount requested is $1.09 MM.

We hope that the Court will appreciate our daily work with and for the elderly survivors of the
Holocaust. The requested funds will enable IGS to continue to lead the gerontology field in Israel by

serving the Israeii survivors of the Holocaust.

Sincerely yours,
Prof. Jacob Lomranz, Chairman
Enclosed:
Appendix I - IGS' Article of Association
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