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Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation
P.O.B. 8300

San Francisco, CA. 94128-8300
U.S.A.

Dear Sirs:

Re.: Application for Funding from Holocaust Victims’ Funds

A- Background Information

Since its inception some 13 years ago, the Ezrat Achim-Brit Yossef
Yitzchak Organization has performed some 30,000 BRIT procedures
(circumcisions) of Russian Jews in Israel and the former Soviet Union,
as well as Jews throughout the world, in a total of 156 cities, all over
the world.

The Organization was originally founded in response to the great need
of Jews from the communist countries, whose Mohels {religious
circumcisers) were sent to Siberia, or even executed, and whose
fathers were threatened with 5 years imprisonment if caught
circumcising their sons. Once the organization was established,
thousands of Holocaust survivors were also circumcised with all
direct and indirect expenses of the surgical procedure covered by the
Organization.



B- Services Provided

Circumcision of an adult entails complete surgical operation
procedures. For example, in New York, the cost of one circumcision
in a hospital operating room costs $1,200- not including general
anesthesia, or any other expenses. Due to the advanced age of
Holocaust victims, three days hospitalization is required for continued
observation and medical care. Oftentimes, the elderly patient has
other medical problems which must also be dealt with within the
framework of this operation.

Other additional direct costs of the circumcision include
transportation from the person’s home to the hospital and back,
kosher food for the Brit celebration for the patient and his escorts (1-2
persons), and afterwards, continued care and home visits during the 3
week recuperation period.

The Organization takes advantage of the contact with the Holocaust
survivor and supplies religious articles which were withheld from
them by the Nazi and Communist regimes, such as daily prayer
books, prayer-books for the Jewish Festivals, Bibles, Menorahs for
Hannuka, Matza, wine and Haggadas for Passover, and pamphlets
explaining the seasonal holiday.

C- Promotion

The Organization spends the overwhelming sum of $200,000 per year
on T.V., radio and newspaper promotion, and educational materials in
aumerous countries. The need to publicize the Organization’s
existence and services stems from the fact that the Organization is not
known outside the circle of religious leaders and officials who deal
directly with this population, and, therefore, the target audience must
be informed of the existence of this service. In reality, the
promotional budget is only a small fraction of what is really needed to
reach a significant percentage of potential beneficiaries of the
Organization’s activities. This need becomes even clearer when one
takes into consideration the fact that the Organization performs
circumcisions in 156 cities in 33 countries throughout the world,
and must, therefore, publicize its services in numerous countries and
in various languages. Expansion plans include dozens and hundreds
of additional locations world-wide.

Additional significant expenses include international and domestic
airfare and land travel for doctors and Mohels so that we can continue
to reach any Jew that requests our services, regardless of location;
from the Siberian tundra and the deserts of Kazakhstan, to
Anchorage, Alaska!




All these costs are covered by the Organization, with no expense
what-so-ever to the circumcision candidate.

D- Organizational Structure and Staff

In Israel, the Organization has ongoing arrangements with 3 major
hospitals in the north, center, and south of Israel. Under these
agreements, the Organization leases operating and recovery rooms, as
well as hospital ward rooms when required, while the Organization
provides the medical staff, including urologist or surgeon, and male
operating and recovery room nurses.

In Russia, the Ukraine and other former Soviet countries, the
Organization operates under three different systems:

1} Leasing of operating, recovery and ward rooms.

2) In the former Soviet countries, the Organization maintains solely
dedicated clinics.

3) Dozens of places where the Organization leases hospital facilities
on a temporary basis, as the need arises.

The Organization staff is built of salaried doctors, Mohels, nurses, and
drivers in various countries, and over 250 volunteers. Volunteers
include Rabbis, doctors, Mohels, drivers, public relations personnel,
food preparers for the Brit celebration and recovery and etc.

E- Number and Location of Nazi Victims
The Organization is basing this proposal on past experience. The
potential recipients of the Organization’s services live in Israel, the
Ukraine, Hungary, Russia, Poland, Germany, France, Lithuania,
Estonia, and Latvia. Based on past experience, the majority of Nazi
victims to be served reside in Israel.

According to data published by the Central Bureau of Statistics of the
State of Israel, there were some 250,000 Holocaust survivors living in
Israel in 1997 {(and an estimated decrease of 20,000 by mid-2000}.
See attached article.

Regarding survivor longevity and absolute and relative poverty by
geographic location, this data is more readily available to the Claims
Conference, as they receive requests from all countries. Through our
wide network of staff in places such as the Ukraine, it has been
brought to the attention of our Organization that requests have been
made by Rabbis for funding of food and other needs of Holocaust
victims from the Fund. These unrelated requests verify the existence
of a population of needy Holocaust victims. These Holocaust



survivors are the potential beneficiaries {and in many cases, former
beneficiaries) of the services of the Organization.

F- Budget Estimate

The Organization has circumcised 2,000 Holocaust survivors over the
last 5 years. The average annual rate of increase in circumcisions
performed by the Organization is 25-35%. This growth rate is due to
the Organizations aggressive publicity program. The publicity budget
has now been even further enlarged and stands at $200,000. If this
proposal is approved, the publicity budget will be increased ten-fold,
to a total of $1,000,000 per annum. Based on these figures, the
forecast for the next five years is for a total of 5,000 circumcisions of
Holocaust survivors.

Budget Proposal for Five Years
- Surgical Procedure — 5,000 circumcisions

X $1,200 $6,000,000
- Hospitalization - (3 days)
$3,000 X 5,000 circumcisions $15,000,000
- Publicity — $1,000,000 x 5 years $5,000,000

- Transportation - $200 x 5,000 circumcisions $1,000,000

. Administrative costs - $60,000/annum

X 5 years $300,000

. Air Fare - $800/flight x 300 flights/annum
X 5 years $1,200,000
. Aftercare - $200 x 5,000 circumcisions $1,000,000

- Brit Celebration and Food during Recovery
$100 x 5,000 circumcisions $500,000

- Religious ltems -
a- Tefillen (Phylacteries) —

$600 x 5,000 circumcisions $3,000,000

b- Prayer books, Festival prayer books, Passover
Haggadas, Hannuka Menoras, Prayer Shawls.

$60 x 5,000 Circumcisions $300.000
Total 5 year Budget Proposal $33.,300,000



G- Financial Reports

As the Organization conducts its activities in numerous countries,
financial activities are divided amongst the various countries.

The Certified Financial Report 2001 for Israel is enclosed herein.
Based on this Report, the Israel Ministry of Interior provided written
certification that the Organization complies with required standards of

“Proper Management.”

The following is a breakdown of expenses in other countries in U.S.

dollars:
----- COUNTRY----
17 UKRAINE | RUSSIA
EXPENDITURE COUNTRIES*

LEASING OPERATING ROOMS 82.400 169,000 | 156,000
MAINTAINING ORGANIZATION’S 17,000 57.800 43.200
CLINICS
TRANSPORTATION AND AIR FARE 15,230 18,950 21,220
VISAS 4,565 6,545 3,210
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 3,500 25,550 17,655
DOCYORS 24,000 36,000 36,000
MEDICATION 1,600 5,100 4,200
OFFICE AND TELEPHONE 3,234 6,235 5,320
MISCELLANEOUS 2,356 5,236 7.560

TOTAL 153,883 330,416 | 294,365

TOTAL ALL COUNTRIES $778,666

* PBelarus, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Georgia, Lithuania, Latuvia,
Moldavia, Kazakhstan, Germany, Hungary, Denmark, France, Estonia,
Kyrgyzstan, Czech Republic, Belgium, Poland




H- Alternative Sources of Assistance

The Organization is by far the largest international organization that
offers circumcision to adult Jews, both with regard to the number of
cities served world-wide, as well as with regard to the number of
circumcisions performed. Practically speaking, the Organization is
the only real alternative for the adult Jew seeking circumcision.

1- Endorsements and Associated Persons

Letters of endorsement have been enclosed with this proposal. Some
of the letters attest to the Organization’s activities over the years, and
were not prepared especially for the matter at hand. More letters will
be submitted the next few weeks.

Enclosed is a list of Rabbis and other persons affiliated with the
QOrganization.

J- Newspaper articles and Television Films

Enclosed is a sampling of newspaper articles about the Organization
from the United States, England, Russia, Ukraine, France and Israel.
These are but a few of the hundreds of newspaper articles which have
been published.

Enclosed, also, are CD promotional films of the Organization, as well
as a 25 minute program which was broadcast on the national Israel
TV station, by the Israel Broadcasting Authority, and a news clip
which was shown on the main evening news program in Israel. One of
the films is in English and was made four years ago; however, the up-
dated version in Hebrew constitutes testimony to many more locations
throughout the world in which the Organization is active, and is also
herein presented. Some of the material has been viewed by Knesset
committees.

K- An Eternal Covenant

The BRIT, or Covenant, has been central to Jewish life since the time
of the Patriarch Abraham. This religious circumcision has been in the
forefront of the historical battle of the Jew to maintain his religious
and national identity in the face of anti-Semitism throughout the
generations.

The Nazis and the Communists made every attempt to prevent Jews
from circumcising their children. Since the Nazis used the Britas a
means of identifying Jews, many Jews are still afraid to place this



mark upon the bodies of their children, so that history will not repeat
itself.

1t is time to provide the Jewish people with restitution for the harm
the Nazis caused in this regard, and to now encourage all Jews to
avail themselves of the opportunity to again be a part of the Jewish
nation, in every way.

Funding for this project from Holocaust funds will restore to the
Jewish people some of what was usurped from them by the evils of
the past, and will be a living memorial to those Jews who died for
their Jewish identity.

Any additional information which may be required will be readily
supplied.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Yaron Amit
Director

/__f/\/{/l-\t
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PassuH MNuHxac Bbiiueukun
Maeuuir Pageud floubacca
MNpeacenateris BCeykKpanHcKoro KoMUTETa Mo KatupyTy.

Rabbi Pinchas Vishetski IPRVUN TN

Chief Rabbi of Donetsk and region TINDM POYIT PN I

Kashruth council of Ukraine AMNIPIRT MY T P
BS"D

December 12, 2003

Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation
P.O. Box 8300

San Francisco, CA. 94128-8300
LLS.A,

Dear Sirs:

Re: Recommendation regarding the Ezrat Achim, Brit Yossef Yitzchak Organization.

From My personal acquaintance and joint work with the Brit Yossef Yitzchak Organization and personally with Chief
Mohel of Ukraine and Moldova Yakov Gaysinovich, I can attest that this organization circumcises any Jew, from any
place in the world, who requests this service, yet most of the candidates for circumcision come from the former Soviet
Union. All expenses are covered by the organization, including cost of operating rooms (from the age of 6 months,
circumcision is performed in an operating room), air travel, local transportation, physicians, medical equipment and
supplies, and outreach advertising. I know of about 30,000 circumcisions that were performed by the organization,
including many holocaust survivors from the former Soviet Union, and in Israel. This organization is by far the most
prominent and largest organization that performs circumcisions for Ukrainian Jews. Circumcision is a basic requirement
of the Jewish Faith for each male Jew, and, therefore, this organization helps any Jew, and especially holocaust survivors,
to fulfill the commandment of G-d, and become a complete Jew.

Since every male Jew is required to be circumcised, and since, as mentioned, the procedure requires full operating room
services, and even hospitalization for elderly persons who undergo circumcision, I therefore strongly recommend that the *
organization be included amongst those organizations that receive funds from residual funds of the Settlement Fund.

Through this, holocaust survivors will be able to fulfill their fundamental religious requirement, which was denied them
by the Nazi regime and its supporters.

i i
Rabpi Pinchas Vishetski
Rabbi of Donetsk region, Ukraine
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Chabad - Lubavitch of Riga, Latvia 9 nYavYy . K379 WUYYIRSEYVY Tan
Rebbt Mordechai Glusmin© B - yratys vatem 270
p—r - o — e e .

July 10, 192904

T Whom it May Cencern,

The Mohel, Yossi Belinky was in Riga on Jun# 30 1994 and
pertormed 20 prissim on children and young adultn,

r We were very pleased with his work and have had ne complaints
from any of the newly c¢ircumcised children.

O A

£

Rablyi Mordechai Glazman
{

RABEI MORDECHA!
WRDE GLAZM
ABAD-LUBAVITCH A
PO, BOX a8
228047 RiGA-47
LATVIA .-
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BERILIN
www.chabadberlin.de

Brit Yosef Yitzchak
Mr. Yaron Amit

Rehov Lupian 8 - Apt. 8
Jerusalem

Berlin, September 14™ 2001

Dear Mr. Amit,

I want to hereby thank you very much for sending the expert Mohel to Berlin in order
to perform the Brit Milah.

You are a great assistance in our endeavor to bring Yiddishkeit to Berlin, and you
thereby touch the lives of many Jews in this city. By providing these immigrants with the
chance of having a Bris, you really present them with an important turning point in their lives
- your organization has done miracles for these people!

May you be blessed with good health and contentment, with joy and happiness, and
with success in all of your endeavors.

With best wishes for a sweet and healthy Shana Tova,

Rabbi Yehuda Teichtflg
o




" Copenhagen Jewish Academy

Ole Suhrs gade 10 Kgbenhavn K Denmark
tel /fax (45) 33161850

President Board of Governors:
Edward E. Eison

{.§. Ambassador to Denmark
Rabbinic Chairmen:

Rabbi Simcha Kook

Chief Rabbi Rechovot

Rabbi Moshe Jacobson
Chief Rabbi Be'er Yacov

Odan of Studies:
Rabbi Michael Jacob

Rabbi Yarom Amit
Director Bris Yosef

Dear Rabbi Amit,
1 hope this letter finds you well.

We would like to thank you for sending us R’ Chaim Ruben twice to perform Bris
Milohs on our students. We were very pleased with his work and with the confidence
our students had with him.

Our wish to you is that your organization should see many years continuing to do this
great Mitzvah. -

Hatzlocha Raboh,

Michael E. Jacob
Dean

& Ote Suhra Gade 10 Q4
Q. 1354 Copanhagen . g
Q e Denmark X ¢
Tif / Fax +45 3316 1850
}?q& 5\0(}?‘
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Prasident of Acadamy
That Har, Beheaudd B, Eison
U 5. Ambassadar o Canmark, Emgtiug

Rabbinic Chalrmen
Maren Harey Moshe focatacn
fhnae =arers Gimehe Kook

Daan af Sudis
Rabbi Michow Jacsh

COPERRHEEN JEWLSH HUHDEIY 4% 855 (800 | Pl
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Copenhagen Jewish Academy

An Excellent Education for European Boys

November 2, 1999

Rabbi Yaron Amit, * (e
Mecnahel, Bris;Yosef Yitzchak « &

Dear Harav Yaron Amit, Lc de

We are grateful to you and your esteemed organization Bris Yosef Yitzchak for
~ sending Rav Chaim Rubin to Copenhagen to perform brisin on teenage Russian
yauth who are learning in our Yeshiva.

This year there were 7 boys who needed and we are thankful that Rav Rubin was
able to come right after the Chagim tu du therrn,

T would like to wish you all the best for continued success in all that you do and m
the zchus of your special organization you should be blessed with health and

~ happiness for many years.

bi chaef]&b




Founder & President
Rabbi Noach Weinberg

Jerusalem
Director
Rabbi Shalom Schwartz

Educational Divector
Ffim Svirsky

Program Director
Zeev Gilman

Resource Development
Chana Gilman

Canadian Office
Russell Myers

Russian Region
Moscow

Zev Brodsky
Gena Zagheim

Belarus Region
Minsk-Aish Halorak
Zuckerman College of
Jewish Studies

Vitaly Pruss

Ukraine Region
Kiev
Mark Bruk

Aviv Movement
Alexander Shapiro
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February 7, 2000

To: Rabbi Yaacov Gaisinovitch
From: Rabbi Shalom Schwartz

Dear Rabbi Yaacov,

We would like to express our sincerest appreciation and gratitude for
the work you are doing for the Jews of the Ukraine.

It is impossible (o overestimate your partnership in this matter of our
commaon concern. You have always responded as soon as we needed
your help. It is a pleasure to work with such an outgoing and
responsible person as you.

You have proven yourself as a "Mohel min haShamaim"” since our
boys recovered very fast and without any complications.

We wish you the best of health to continue your important duties,

further success and a lot of opportunifies (0 Sulfil this big mitzva 1pn7
19X7W" DU

With appreciation,

ool fot ity
Rabbi Shalom Schwartz
The Director of the Russian Department of Aish
HaTorah
and the staff of the Russian Department

1seacl: 1 Western Wail Plazs, Oid City, Jerusalem Teld 97532 628-3877 Fax:(972)2 677-2172 emaikRussian@Aish.edu
£5.8.5.: 11140 Rockville Pike, Suite 380A, Rockvile, MD 20852-3106 Teli{301) 881-6941 Fax:(3013 §16-1512 ernail:Russian.DC@Aish.edu
Canada: 949 Clark Avenue West, Thormhill, Ontotic LAJRGE Tel{505)-764-1818 Fax.(9053-764-1006

ot Do
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CHABAD of the CR!MEA

Rabbi Yitzchok M. Lipszyc

Chief Rabbi of the Crimea

24 Mironova

Sirnferapol, Crimea 333001 Ukraine

USA: 1460 President St., Brooklyn, NY 11213

A Project of The Jewish Lamplighter Foundiation, inc. Tax iD # 11-3178226 Telephone 011-380-652-27-69-32
Eax 011-380-652-27-68-32

lyar 17, 5756

The Year of Miracles & Wonders

May 6, 1996

Rabbi Yaron Amit

Bris Yosef Yitzchok
Rechov HaRoseMarin, 4 #6
Gilah, Yerushalayim, israel

Dear Rabbi Amit, "8

Poschin Bidvar Malchus, one should always begin a correspondence with words of
royalty -- referring to Torah, the word of G-d. Since we are now in the midst of counting the
Omer, it is only appropriate to take a practical lesson from this season. At a farbrengen, that
took place during this season (sometime between the years 1891-1893) someone said to the
Rebbe Rashab, "The Alter Rebbe's, Chassidim were always keeping count.” The Rebbe Rashab
took a great liking to the saying, and he commented: "That idea characterizes man's avoda. The
hours must be 'counted hours,’ then the days will be 'counted days.! When a day passes cne
should know what he has accompiished and what remains yet to be done.... In general, one
should always see to it that tomorrow should be much better than today." (Hayom Yom -- iyar 1)

1 would like to take this opportunity to thank you personally, as well as your organization,
for making possible the rectification of a long time problem. Last year we were approached by
numerous people who never had a bris, requesting that we should make it possible for them {o
have a bris. Of course, this meant that a Mohel would have to be brought from overseas, and
our financial situation made this impossible. We then learnt of your wonderful organization,
dedicated to making brissen available to all citizens of the former 1.5.8.R,, without any charge.
You paid for the Mohel, his travel expenses, supplies and other incidental costs, making it
possible for us to finally give brissen to ali those who were anxiously awaiting this chance.
Originally, we had 12 brissen lined up, unfortunately, three got sick, one was too afraid to go
through with it, and one we couldn't reach. The Mohel you sent, Dr. Yeshaya Shafit, was
professional, amicable with wonderful "bedside manners.” All seven, of those who had brissen,
as well as those otherwise invoived, were completely satisfied with his ministrations. The above
quoted saying is very apropos to your holy work, in many ways, with no need to elaborate.

May the merit of your Tzedaka, and other good deeds, stand you and your family in good
" stead for a healthy, happy and successful year in all your endeavors, both personal and
communal.

With best wishes of CHassidic Ahavas Israel,

W
Rabbi YitzchokM. Lipszyc

YWl as
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BERLIN

Brit Yosef Yitzchak
Mr. Yaron Amit

Rehov Lupian 8 - Apt. 8
Jerusalem

Berlin, 14.06.1999

Dear Mr. Amit,

I would like to express my thanks to you and your organization for sending a Mohel to
perform the circumcisions on our brethren from the former Soviet Union.

Over the course of two days your expert Mohel Rabbi Chaim Rubin performéd sic
circumcisions here in Berlin. Quite frankly, there are no words to express our appreciation for
making this a success. Perhaps the greatest tribute to your efforts is the knowledge that there
are people whose lives have been changed for the better because of you.

May you blessed with good health and contentment, with joy and happiness, and with

success in all of your endeavors.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Yehuda Teichtal
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Klallarbeit

Wie wir unseren Kindern gute Midot vermitteln

Am kommenden Montag, den
17.Januar, findet die
ausserordentliche Generalver-
sammiung der Jddischen Schule
Zlrich statt. Es geht urn die Konsti-
tuierung eines Vorstandes. Nicht
nur die Schule hat Mdhe, geeigne-
te Leute zu finden, dieses Phéno-
men findet man heute auch bei
Gemeindenin der ganzen Schweiz.
Der folgende Artikel richtet sich an
uns als Betroffene. Jederkann sich
dazu seine Gedankenmachen und
Schildsse daraus ziehen.-Es han-
celt sich um die auszugsweise
Ubersetzung eines vielbeachteten
Vortrags von Raw Yitzchok Kirzner
sZl., einem aussergewdhnlichen
Talrmid Chochom und Mechanech
in New York. Der Artikel wurde im
Jewish Observer (Nov. 1983) pub-
liziert, einer Publikation der ameri-
kanischen Agudas Jisroel.

Schadchonim loben sie, Lehrer betonen sie,
Roschei Jeschiwot fordern sie, und Gedolim
leben sie vor: Midot Towot, gute Eigenschaf-
ten. Die Genugtoung aller Eltern sind Kin-
der mit Midot Towot.

Wir tendieren dazu, Midot Towot in zwei
Bereichen zu sehen: in zwischenmenschii-
chen Beziehungen - ben Adam leChawero,
und in Bezug auf G™t - ben Adam laMakom.
Jedoch kdnnen diese nicht getrennt werden,
denn sie sind eng miteinander verbunden,
Pirke Awot ist die Hauptquelle fir die Lehre
der Midot in der Massora, der miindlichen
Uberlieferung. Die erste Mischna beginnt
folgendermassen: “Mosche erhielt die Tora
vom Sinai.” Chazal erwihnen, dass in der
gesamten Massora nur hier in Pirke Awot,
wo Midot besprochen werden, diese Uber-
lieferung speziell betont wird, Und zwar mit
gy W Wiy

o

Ist das die Lisung?

schrift verfassen kann. Eine andere Schwie-
rigkeit besteht darin, dass in dieser ersten
Mischona G"tt nicht erwihnt wird, Die Beto-
nung scheint auf Sinai zu sein - was sicher
eine Bedeutung hat.

Chazat sagen oft, dass unser Hauptziel in
dieser Welt ist, eine immer ticfere Bezie-
hung zu G"tt zu erreichen, und diese Bezie-
hung zu pflegen und zu entwickeln. Diese
Beziehung entsteht dadurch, dass wir in al-
lem G"ttes Gegenwart empfinden, in unse-
ren tiglichen Aktivititen, in Zeiten der Trau-
er und Freude, von Aktivitit und Entspan-

Freude macht?

Cder wollen wir ein
Kind, dessen Midot
Towot ein Sprungbrett
sind fiir das Wachsen
seiner engen Bezie-
hung zu G"tt? Nach
Pirke Awot stammen ja
auch die Richtlinien fiir
gute Midot von G"tt,
also muss in thnen ein
grttliches Element sein.
Dieses ghitliche mani-
festiert sich in der Per-
son, die mit ihren gu-
ten Midot G"ttes Pri-
senz in sein Leben ein-
lasst. Dieser Mensch
wird dadurch fiir G"tt
gleichermassen ein
“Ort seines Aufent-
halts”.

Deshalb betont die Mischna “Sinai”. Sinai
war der niedrigste Berg, Symbol der Be-
scheidenheit. Dennoch ist Bescheidenheit
die unentbehrliche Eigenschaft, die Voraus-
setzung zur vollen Aufnahme von Tora. Wer
TFora haben will, muss diese Lehre "von 5i-
nai" akzeptieren, von Bescheidenheit, von

DJZ berichtet Gber
Aufkidrung notig 3
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Erstaunlich: In Israel leben heute
120000 Juden, weiche keine Brit Mila
erhalten haben. Rav Mordechai
Ascher Kupperman, der Gabbai des
Rachmistrivker Rebbe in Jeruscholajim
und Varsitzender der Organisation 'Eser
Letachim', und der Vorsitzende der Or-
ganisation 'Brit Josef Jizchak', Raw
Jaron Amit weilen zur Zeit in der
Schweiz. Im kommunistischen Russland
wurde ein Jude, welcher seinen Schn
beschneiden liess, vom KGB festge-
nommen. Er selbst und der Mohel er-
hielten fiinf Jahre Haft oder wurden
nach Sibirien verbannt. Deshalb gibt
es heute in Russland Millionen von
Juden, an denen niemals Brit Mila
durchgefiithrt wurde. Bis heute sind
wihrend der letzten vier Jahre Uber
eine Million russischer Juden nach Erez
Jisrael eingewandert, von welchen die
Halfte Manner sind. Die meisten von
ihnen wurden nicht gemalit,
Indenvergangenen vier Jahren liessen
sich 45'000 Juden aus kormmunisti-
schen Staaten beschneiden. Die Qbri-
gen haben dies bis heute noch nicht
getan.

Die Organisation 'Brit Jossef
Jizchak' hat in Zusammenarbeit
mit 'Eser Leachim'bereits Tausen-
de von Britot in Russland durch-
gefiihrt. Es wurden 13 Mohalim / Arz-
te nach Russland gesandt, um dort
landesweit Brit Milot durchzuftGhren,
und heute gibt es zudem Schlichim,
welche vielerorts Beschneidungen vor-
nehmen. In Moskau befinden sich bei-

Partner fur Brit Mila gesucht

spieisweise zwei, in Taschkent drei, in
Petersburg zwei Mohalim. Ausserdem
befinden sich Schlichim in Odessa,

Sitomir; Briga-l.etwia und sogar in finf

Stadten Sibiriens. In Israel bestehen zu
diesem Zweck zwei grossere und gut
ausgerlstete Kliniken.

Eine BritMila muss bei einem Erwachse-
nen als vollwertiger chirurgischer Eingriff
angesehen werden, bei welchem Narko-
se, Néhen, Blutstillen mittels eines spezi-
ellen Apparates, eine sterile Ausriistung
ete, notwendig sind. Aus diesem Grund
stelit 'Eser Leachim’ jedem Schaliach
eine volle sterile Ausriistung, einen Ste-
rilisator sowie einen Blutstillapparat zur
Verfigung. Die gleiche Ausriistung wird
auch an die Mohalim/Arzte gesandt,
weiche in Russland und der Ukraine
wohnhaft sind, wie zum Beispiel Rav
Breuer in Bardizov oder der Mohel Ben-

jamin Polizkin in Moskau. Auch wer-
den russische Arzte, welche bereits in
Israel wohnen und Baale Teschuwa
sind, tiberredet, nach Russland zuriick-
zureisen und Brit Milot durchzufiihren,
wie zum Beispiel Dr, Jizchak Pinson,
welcher zusammen mit seiner
Familie unter der Begleitung
der Jeschiwa von Rav Mosche
Solowiejezvk schlit"a in Moskau
Teschuwa machte. So auch Dr.
Josef in Petersburg und Dr.
Jeschaja Safrit, ein Talmid des
Kolel Gutnik, Mohel in
Benisninugrad etc, Die Orga-
nisatoren erhielten den Se-
gen und Empfehlungen von
Gedole Jisrael, von der Eda
Hacharedit, von Magaon Rav
Schlomo Salman Auerbach
schiit"a, dem Admur von
Rachmistrivke und allen
Admore Bet Tschernobyl in
Eretz Jisrael, von Haraw Wosner und
anderen Gedole Jisrael,

Esgiltzu bernerken, dass 'Eser Leachim'
auch den S'chut hatte, an Jehudim,
welche wahrend der Schoa geboren
und umsténdehalber wahrend der letz-
ten 51 Jahre nicht beschnitten wur-
den, die Brit Mita durchzufGhren. Zu-
dem wurden Jehudim aus Frankreich,
Ungarn, Rumaénien, Bulgarien, Argen-
tinien usw, gemallt,

Im Pirke de Rabbi Elieser (P. 29}
steht, dass die Ge'ula im Sechut
der Brit Mila kommen wird. Wer
also ein Partner in dieser grossen
Mizwa sein will, hat jetzt die Ge-
legenheit dazu!

Die Profis...
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EIGHTY IS THE OLDEST AGE, AT LEAST THUS FAR, ASSOCIATED Wi
ORGAN%ZATION BRIS YOSEF YITZCHOK. *
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What
circumcise?

age people do

“From eight days till.. the oldest

thus far was an eighty-year-old man.

veTy
interesting. He was born in Austria, |

. where he was mistakenly d;agnesad L

The latter's stoty  was

is 2 hemop}uhac Today we
brissin on hemophxhacs tao’;
eighty years ago it wasn't done.’

blood not cozgulating after the bris

is dangerous, and so he wasn't

circumcised.

He emigrated to Eretz Yisroel
many years age and lived on a
kibbutz. At some point he tealized
he wasn't a hemophiliac at all. He
wanted to do a bris, but the kibbutz

" office pushed him off. Lately his
caretaker became a baalas tshuva
and she contacted us. This man
suffers from 2 number of. serious
medical conditions and so he was
hospitalized in order to have the bris
done.

Baruch Hashem, the bris took
place wuhou - any problems. When

we wanted: tgpur fillin on him
afterwards, He said tearfully, "At my

bar mztz\m ihey put tfzim on me,
tion 2 filiin. ;hamc
the bris and for

FEATURE

Another story took place in
Thailand. The mohel was Rabbi
Yechezkel Lifshitz {today a shliach in
Nepal). He was walking down the
street when. an Israeli approached
him® and said, "You

ohel to circumcise my baby boy.”

s; perhaps the Hrs: one m that

. coumry

How successful are you at
advertising?

We have fantastic success in
advertising., Tll tell you a specisl
story which 1 heard directly from

- the 1l6-year-cld boy, an immigrant

from the former C.1.S., while he lay
in the recovery room after his bris.

The boy lived in Eretz Yisroel for

IT 1S ONE OF THE FEW ORGA

ook like a
“Rabbi. You must help me find a

quite a whiie :
didn't’ k"z:';dw:

Rabbi Lifshitz, of course, per;’ormedt:‘ Wi

Kosel and
him and
Russian W
of bris mil
Could there




year-old Jewish- bo

COTNIET.

We sfopped an
spoke with him about bris
next day, with his parent
he was circumcised. THAUW
end of the boy's connecmon ,




: asked hlm 1f he had a bris.

When the boy said no, he
convmced him to have himseld
circumcised.  When the boy
recovered from the bris, he
explained what had brought him to
the shul in Moscow,

“Ilive in Svadlovsk near Siberia. I
yearned to know what pure Judaism
is about. The Jews ol my city tried o
explain it to me, but whatever they
said didn't satisfy me. | heard that in
Moscow there were many centers of

Jews, 5o | found myself packing up & B
few items of clothing and some food,
and going to the airport. The k
_ . each pel
“At the airport they told me there new rest
was 2 strike and that there wouldn? "and uni
be flights for at least ten hours. Like becomes
many others who were stuck, [ sat complet
down on a bench in the terminal g  point U
and waited. Only a balf an hour Sandak R’ Avrohom Genin, whe - with mesirus nefesk - person
went by when suddenly a man came circumeised thousands under Communism who co!
over to me and a few others and said i one ernti
he was &pilot of a mail plane which “At the airport in Moscow [ met his original flight had
would _:_b?- leaving shortly for 4 jew who gave me the address of delayed he would have'bo
Moscow. Whoever wanted to board  this shul where 1 found you.” regular {light, and by th RE
for free was welcome... So thats : arrived I wouldnt Rave One
how 1 hitched & ride ro Moscow, Rabbi Rubin concludes: 1Us a ..o chassidi
among the mail sacks! case of incredible hashgacha pratis! f 4.5 ho
' ' though
Tel. 718 - 756 - 2000 fe?l?‘fd
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ithout
undue
publict-
ty, an
amazing

all organi-
zation by ¢ ¢ mame of Bris Yosef
Yitzchok has been operating in Eretz
visrael for the past seven years.
Rabbi Yaron Amit’s goal is to provide
a bris mila {circumcision) for as many
new immigrants from the CILS. ‘as
possible.

At the beginning of our talk
together, R’ Yaron made it quite clear
that the purpose of all his work is “10
speed up the revelation of the Rebbe
Melech Hamoshiach Shlita.” He
quoted an edited Sicha of the Rebbe
from Parshas Va'era 5740, in which
the Rebbe connects the idea of a bris
mila with the coming of Moshiach.
The Rebbe says, “Just as in Egypt, In
the merit of the blood of mila and the
blood of the pesach sacrifice, 1
redeemed you from Egypt,
the future “in their merit you will be
redeemed at the end,” Hashem will
liberate them in the merit of mila,
and very soon the Jewish people,

who are called nachala (inheritance]), -

will come to aland which is an ever-
lasting inheritance for the Jewish
people, with the coming of Moshiach
Tridkenu in our time.”

Most people are aware that Eretz
Yisrael has been ficoded with hun-
dreds of thousands of new immi-
grants from the C.1.5. What people
dom't know is that most of them were
not circumcised In their homeland,
hecause it used to be a’ fortress of
heresy which opposed anything holy.
Sadly 10 say, according official sta-
sstics, more than 170,000 Jews in
Fretz Yisrael are not circumeised!

This is why “Bris Yosef Yitzchok”
was established. This organization
wae taken on the
responsibility 1o cif-
cumcise any Jew intet-

50 100 it

ested in the procedure, free of charge.
All  expenses, including  travel -
expenses and the -doctors fee, are
paid for by the organization. ‘1t does:
w't push away a single Jew. In fact, in
the Russian newspapers there are
daily advertisements, inviting all
Jews to enter the covenant of
Avrohom Avinu.

his article is not only
about Bris  Yosel
Yizchok. We would
also like to acquaint you with Rabbi
Yaron Amit, who is a baal teshuva
(rerurnee to Judaism). He travelleda®
long road from “Red Chaifa” where
he was born. He beloriged to the
extreme left where he was involved
in organizing é{lerr’zo_nst_'réti‘on; for’
Shalom Achshav, (*Peace Now™), an
today he observes Torah and mitzvos,”
is connected to the “tree of life,” the
Rebbe Melech Hamoshiach Shlita,
and is involved in briniging Jews into
the covenant of Avrohom Avinu, '

R’ Yaron, before ‘Yearing about
your organization, Jet uis hear a little .
about the organizer. 3

1 was born in Ch: f_:'a:',fan_d_}_ia;df no.
Jewish background. ‘Even my parents
had no religious backgroundsmc :
they were both orphanedata youn

activists of the
moverment and was
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ete. in university.

sradied sociology
ime in

After that 1 worked for some t
the police force.

During the “Peace for Galilee”
wat, 1 was drafted as 2 member of the
reseves. We were i Ramat Hagolan
for a few days and then we had the
wask of bringing tanks Lo 2 designated

because of groups of terrorists who.
crossed over from Beirut to Syria. We
slept in our clothes. One night, one
of the soldiers woke me up and'
shouted, “Yaron, rerrorists are shoot-

In order 1o appreciate the magni-
rude of the miracle, 1 must tell you
that even a pedestrian walking in
broad daylight would not have
noticed the mine since it Was well
hidden in the ground. 1 still don't
know how I suddeniy noticed a flash

of green against the ground. It was
When we told com-

ing at ust”
1 jumped up

few minutes went by and again shots

and saw thap the o
shooting was not directed at us. (A

area. 1 was the head of a division in simply a miracle.
the armored convoy, and 1 aveled in  mand what had happened they said  could be heard. This time they were
that this was the only mine field in  aimed at us. 1 quickly gtabbedz_ipjf___ N

rifle and gave the order to “fivet” After

lead jeep.
a few lorig moments the exchange of

the
We traveled with what is called “2

the area which wasn't indicated on

code map.” 1tisa detailed map of alk the map, and that somebody had cut

the mine fields in the area we were  the fence which had surrounded the bullets ceased and quiet returned to

qraveling in. There was 1o 1easoil i area to mark it off. the Lebanon night. (By the way, we

the world to have sturnbled on any My entire TOOP consisted of kib-  wereso shi 7t only after thebat-.
dle did 1 realize that 1had fought with- . ..~

butzniks, except for the engineering

1 addition 1C the

out shoes.)

In the morning We
face with a stupendous miracle. Ata .
distance of - few hundred: mieters.
from our” donal.1
of Isracli tanks, which was very ¢l
to where the terrorists passed.. To our
utter shock, we realized that the shots
we had fired the night Before had
pierced their sleeping bagst Mor over,
when that group of tanks had realized.
it was under atack, it returned fire at
the source of the shooting j.6. us and

their shots pierced our sleeping bags!
Despite the exchange of hundreds

of bullets, not one lsraeli soldier was
urt! An open miracle, especially
when you recall the many tragedies of
recent years when one unit shot at
another unit (unintentionally, of
course) with a number of fatalities

resultng. R

As 1 said before, during:

mine at all.
came face.t0 . i

officer who was religious. [went over

ne ﬁe;i:ds are

detailed map;it
marked as'such:

In ariy cast
reguiar route.
driver when:s

to him and said that Thad once heard
of the idea of “ha'gomel,” and 1 want-
ed ro know what it was about.

The officer explained the laws 0
me. 1 asked him for a siddur and he
showed me the bracha. 1 went behind
one of the tanks and quietly said the-
ha’gomel bracha for one of the greagest
miracies of my life.

The miracles didot stop there.
We penetrated deep intQ Lebanon.
We were up nearly

every might

service in Lebanot ‘th
ignited within me. 1 decide
cime that thete was no going
coutine after experiencit
series of miracles. :

As you mentioned
was ignited.” What iook p
that, which fanried the

The final and defin
took place after the war:
end of my service in t
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5743. 1 had a good friend who served
in the army with me. We were both
the type who decide and act on the
spot. We would pack our bags and go
out on the road without any idea of
where we were headed.

One day my friend called angd sug-
gested that we go on a Tip. 1 figured,
“Why not?” and said OK. ‘Within an
hour 1 was ready. We mounted our
motorcycles and headed in the direc-
tion of Ramat Ha'Golan. Rain started
pouring .and we couldn’t centinue.
We were close to kibbutz Chulta and

we decided that 1 would run over to &,

friend who lived on the kibbutz and
ask ‘him to come with his tractor to
rescue us from the mud.

On our. way back to our friend
who was stuck with'two miotorcycles,
the biggest miracle of my life ook
place. We were out on the fractor.
My friend sat at the steering wheel,
and 1 sat above the right wheel.
‘While we spoke, my friend men-
tioned, “A tractor like this never turns
over.” As he finished his sentence,

_the tractor turned over om its right

sided.

1 fell onto the raspberry bushes
that grew wild in the area, and tons of
steel fell on me. My friend the tractor
driver was able to extricate himself,
and he came 1o see what had hap-
pened to me. He saw only the upper
half of my body, since my feet were
“huried” under the heavy metal body

- of the tractor,

He panicked and began screaming
to e, asking me if 1 was OK. Both to
his shock and mine, 1 answered that 1
was fine. L siinply got up, brushed off
the mud and stood there on my own
two feet! a

My friend: couldnt believe his
eyes. . “How. did you get out?” he
askéd-i_i_x_‘énggﬁéfhéht_'; o

1t became apparent. that Divine
?m%_rid'éiiéé'f had siruck again in an
open way. Exact y inithe spot where
the’ tractor- ha gvertnmed; the wild
raspberry bushes grew wild.  They

separated me from the tractor and
saved my life! (see picture)

| can definitely say that this mira-
cle was the final straw. [ couldn’t
deny the series of wondrous miracles
which seemed to pursue me. 1 wit-
nessed many friends from elite troops
fall during my time in the army. 1
however, had miracle after miracle
pursue me. 1 realized that something
was going on here.

Right after the “mractor incident” T
began to beome involved and interest-
ed in Judaism. It didn't happen
overnight; it took much deep
thought. For example, I was sitting in
an anthropology class at the universi-
ty at the tfime and thought about the
riracles which had taken place. 1
resolved-to do teshuval (return to
Judaism) - Cle

hought -?airao_fj'teﬁgl'in." Th
entere

Judaism.

When and how did you connect
with Chabad?

I connected with Chabad when |
came 0 Yerushalayim. It was after 1
had married. 1 had met my wife back
when 1 had been studying in the uni-
versity. She too became 2 baalas
teshuva at that time. We spoke a lot
about judaism, and she provided me
with a deep line of thoughi. A few
months after our wedding we moved
10 Yerushalayim. | became acquaint-
ed with Chabad and its customs for

. the Iron Curtain opened..

and bécz&h’e:_acquaim_iéd‘_}ig';}ef' x
by little with the wonderfil world of

the first time. R

1 met the chasid R" Shifno}
Friedman and begair learning Tanya’
and Chasidus with him. . In time, T
began teaching in the Chabad ele-.
mentary school in Gilo. T met Rabbi
Yitzchok Ginsberg, the Rosh Yeshiva
of *Od Yosef Chai” in Shechem. With~
him, my knowledge of Chasidus grew.

ow we've come toithe’

reason - for -this inter-

view. . How did you

develop the idea of an organization
for the purpose of providing brissim?

Il tell you the truth, T never.
planned to establish -an_"org}d;ﬁz"atioﬁ
like this, except  that certain. events:

drew me in this direction, > o
1t all began seven years ago when

' yas asked

dakaiand

every Thursday night. . By the
greatly enccura}géd_'b')"r‘idlg ebbe

grave as we always:
stopped by the: p
secretaries and as
note to the Rebb
bracha. To.my s
that they don’t gif
brachas for *probl
police! o

After a lot.of press
on my part; they 2
hour, an encoura
Rebbe was forthe
instructed us 10 €OTE
grave of Yosel

Anyway,
money for the bris
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and that is just what 1 did. A week
later, 1 was asked to help out with
another seven brissim. [ decided that
{ needed to establish an organizaton
which would be involved both in the
financial end of things as well as the
spiritual-halachic end. That is how
Bris Yosef Yitzchok began.

The organization no doubt is
named for Yosel Ha'zaddik.

Not only him. The organization is
named for three tzaddikim: the
Previous Rebbe (Yosef Yitzchok), who
dedicated himself to disseminating
Judaism and Chasidus; to Yosef
Ha'tzaddik: and Yitzchiok Avinu.

in Eretz Yisrael there exists
Ha'misrad Linyonei Daat and
Harabanut Ha'rashit and others,
which arrange brissim. Why is
there a need for another organiza-
tion? : 2

[ have three answers for you. 1)
‘When 1 established my organiza-
tion, there was not a single other
organization or official institution
which arranged such large numbers
of brissim. 2) Despite the fact that
those organizations make brissim,
ané help those other organizations
which make brissim, there is one
problem with them. They don’t
encourage and advertise brissim, and
they don't pay for travel expenses and
the like;  3) We make certain that
each bris is done according to the
strict letter of the law

That is why we exist. We certain-
ly encourage bissim. We advertise
and support those who are interested
in having a bris: ‘At this point, 76,000
new immigrants-have had-a bris. On
the -other hand, 170,000 Jews are still
waiting forus.

passes withou

Fropped teaching and Tm involved

solely with this.

Maybe we can ask the guestion
another way: why is there a need for
a special organization which is in
charge of brissim for new
immigrants?

There are many issues that neces-
sitate one central organization to deal
with them. Just to give you an idea:
an ordinary mohel cannot circumcise
a boy older than half a year. A bris
like that must be done in an operating
room with a surgeon and anesthesiol-

change bandages etc.

How did you the reach the point
of “not a day without a bris™

Its simple. Word of mouth. Jews
wlk. Shiuchim we worked with tell
their fellow Shluchim and . so on.
Now that we are more established, we
advertise in the Russian papers in

which we explain the importance of -

having a bris. U
1 would like to stress an important

point: {0 our great SOITOW, We are ina’

situation in which a Jew not having 2
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BLOSINE THE CIRGLE __

I went to France where we work
with Dr. Aharon Altava who has made
hundreds of brissim for Russian Jews.
Dr. Altava was my host in Paris. That
day, there was 2 siyum Ha'Rambam.
We met two Jews on the street who
had recently emigrated from the CIS.
We gave them a flier about the siyurs.
To our surprise they actually came, so

1 took the opportunity to ask them
whether Ehey had a bris. One of them
had a bris, but the other did not. We
tried to arrange for a bris for the very
next day, butit didn work out and the
bris was postponed to the following
week. '

Since I had to return to Eretz
Yisrael, 1 couldn’t personally partici-
pate at the bris and was disappointed.
When | arrived home 1 received a
phone call from France. Dr. Altava
was on the line, and he emotionally
told me that the boy had the bris and
chose the name - Yosef Yitzchok.

ogist attending. Sometimes general
anesthesia and stitches are needed.
Bvery bris requires logistical
preparations like: transportation; fol-
low-up care, etc. We are the only
organization in rthe county which
does house calls throughout the land
on the day after the bris in order to

Beis Moshiach

undergoing a bris? [
Between 8 and 74 yea

bris is not an unheard of phe- -
nomenon. Yearsago, if a Jjew
did not have a bris for what- -
ever reason, it made waves in
the Jewish community
Today, you can find immi-
grants who are living in Eretz
Yisrael for years without hav-
ing had a bris! ' '
If you want, you can place
the blame o the leftist media
which writes and. incites
against brissim. " In order to
show you the media’s: influ-
ence, TH tell yoii a story:
which took place recently.

Then = h‘e_--’ ‘aslkec
whether what
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bankruptcy and not only did he not
stop sponsoring his weekly bris, but
he committed to spomsoring a bris
every day!

One day the phone rang in this
man’s office. On the line was a big
businessman he had worked with in
the past. The businessman said he
would give his friend a million dollars
as start-up money for a new business.
And as far as the many debts that had
accrued, he said that would be
deducted from the profits!

Today, thank G-d, this Jew and his
partner have increased their dona-
dons towards brissim. After this hap-
pened, the man told me thai every
tme he commits to doing more in
connection with brissim, he has even
greater Success.

This year for example, the
mdn came to me all excited and
told me that they had decided to
increase their donation, but the
partner was opposed to the high
amount. Just as the partner was
saying this, they received a phone
call from a buyer of theirs in.
Holland, who told them that a
deal worth bundreds of thou-
sands of dollars was off.

This -happened erev Rosh
Hashana. The partner, who real-
ized that Divine Providerice was in

charge here, went back 10 his office

and decided to agree to the amourit
they had discussed earlier. No sooner
did he finish his sentence, when the
phone rang with' the client. ffom
Holland on the line.. Apparently he

interested in t
There’s ' ano

mnust share with your z
an jmportant fr
great Rabbanil

hira for help, he
amount of

Whenever 1'a

sot have children fos
a year agcﬁ%_-'_ :

had twins! Their birth is connected
(of course) with a bracha from the
Rebbe MH"M. Itwas in the year 5752
when this Rav’s daughter passed by
the Rebbe for dollars, and asked fora
bracha for children. The Rebbe gave
her three dollars and said, “One is for
you, and two are for the children.” At
the age of 50 she gave birth to twins.

Being a sandak is not only a segu-
ia for wealth, but for children too.
Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu sends us
people who need a bracha in this area,
and they are sandakim at brissim we
make.

Does your organization work
only in Eretz Yisrael, or out of the
country tog?

We don't work only in Eretz

' Yisrael. We send doctors and mohal-

imi 1o Russia, and keep in touch with
all the shluchim in the big cities, like
Moscow, Petersberg, Samarkand,
(Odessa, Rostov, Alma Ata, Berditchey,
Kishinev, etc.

The new thing we are involved in,
is the tens of brissim we have made in
Birobijan, where there is still no
Lubavitcher shifach. For those who
don't knew, this place was set up by
Stalin as a Jewish autonomous area.
Thousands of Jews lve in freezing

Cocold temperatures of 10 degrees

below zere. Till this day, there are sl

“signs in Yiddish. In the course of 60
.. years, not one Jew had a bris! We

made more than 70 brissim when we
were there, and very soon one of our
doctors will return there to make
mare brissim. Riahh

A branch of the organizadon in.
Moscow works with the local shliach,
Rabbi Berel Lazar. The regular doctor
they use is Dr. Sheir, a baal teshuva
who tavels throughount Ruissia in
order to make brissim.

Have you received answers from
the Rebbe MH"M?

Over the years we were encour-’
aged by the Rebbe: whether it was :
passing by for dollars when the Rebbe
blessed me with success, or when 1
received answers about the reports 1

submitted. -
' I want to point out that today
many peoplé merit to receive
answers from the Rebbe by
means of the Igros Kodesh, but |
did this years ago. A number of
years ago, 1 had an emergency

send the Rebbe a fax. T'puta’

amazing resuits! S
You're asking about 'm'}ﬁ;tfén
nection with the Rebbe. Tll:tel
you about something special whic
happened which encouraged me
made the organization what it
today. 1t was in the eafly years of th

organization. The financial situation "
was bleak, and 1 was unable t© take

the pressure. 1 traveled to the Rebbe.
It was during davening and the Rebbe .
was up on the platform and I was. -
down below in the firstrow, .

| said to myself, “If the Rebbe real-
ly wants me to.continue making bris:
sim, | want a sign from the Rebbe”
The thought had just passed through
my mind when the Rebbe turned 1o
me in the middle of davening ‘and -
made an encouraging movement. of
his holy hand in my direction! =~ L

When my friend standing next to .

and didn't have enough dmeéito = - S

paper into one of the :'Rebbe’S"-_'::_ _ o
cefarim (books) and: we saw .
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me said that the Rebbe was encourag-
ing me, jumped up and down from
the excitemnent. From that time on, 1
felt like a new man. Afterwards at
dollars, 1 got a lot of encouragement
and brachos for myself and the orga-
nization, which gives me the strength
to continue till this very day.

What are your future plans?

As | mentioned earlier, we rent
operating rooms from Kupat Cholim.
We plan to build 2 special
center which will enable us to
perform brissim under the
best. of circumstances and
with minimal expenses. _

We -are presently in the
midst of putting rogether
such a center  in
Dnieperpen"ovsk as well as in
other Russian cities. We are
working with the head shli- .
ach, Rabbi Kaminetzky.

In conclusion, what mes-
sage do you have for those
reading Beis Moshiach?

I certainly don't have o elaborate
on the importance of the mitzva of
mila to them. 18 just interesting that
despite its importance, Bot 00 many
people get involved.. . _

[ would like to take this opporiv-
nity“to ask all ‘shluchim, those who

run Chabad houses, anyone involved
with Russian Jews €l 1o tefer those
friends, neighbors and acquaintances
who have not yet had a biis, to us. It
doesn't cost them anything! Call
Rabbi Yaron Awnit at (050} 209-501;
(o2 571-1231; fax: (02) 571-1203.
I'd like to mention the good rela-
tionship the organization {and
myself) has with a number of

Lubavitchers who are involved in
these atlers
Butman of Chadera,

Rabbi Yochonon
Rabbi Ben-Zion

Lipsker of Arad, Rabbi Sholom Dov-
Ber Gorelick of CHAMA in Nachalas
Har Chabad, Rabbi Avrohom Chazan
of Lud, Rabbi Yitrchok Elishevitz of
Kiryat Gat, Rabbi Sholom Mishulovin
of Ashdod, “Mobile Mitviva Tanks”
of Natzerer Uit, Merkaz Gutnick of
Yérushalayim, etc. The list is longer
bur definitely not long enough.
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In order to make things easier for
the shluchim, we publish explanatory
material which they can distribute.
At one time, the Absorption Ministry
put out an excellent explanatory
booklet, but when the left came into
power the Minister hid the booklets
saying they were missionary material! .
I'm sorry to say, that the Absorption
Ministry is not any better today.

Also: a bris, like any mitZva, has
long range effects: You never know
what will result from a mtzva. 1 meet
Jews who became religious
who say it happened because
of their bris. It says that the -
‘gsandak has an influence on
" the one having the bris. This
15 why we make sure-that the.
" sandakim are observant Jews.
© By the way, one of the-p&oplé
for whom we made a bris
became a Lubavitcher. His
sandak  had ~beem 2
Lubavitcher Chasid.

The bottom lné is there
are 170,000 Jews who sull
don't have a bris. Every shli-;
ach here must ensure that the
people of his city -undergo circumci
sion. This obligation is even more
pressing as we are right before the
rrue and complete. Geula: As1 guo
ed earlier, the Rebbe MH"M cormects
the mitzva of mila to.Geula. ‘10 the
merit of this _mitzva we will be
redeemed immediately. . EE

i
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wrs [ater and having to eat more. Everyone
mew was out for themselves, trying to find
2atever pleasure they could. There had to
s semething more.

One day, | was sitting on the beach with
+ Israeli who was trying his luck as an actor
Hollywood. He asked me why | knew
ithing about Judaism. This struck me as an
id question. I'd studied a great deal—but 'd
wver studied anything to do with being a

w. | started going to the beach each day
th the Hebrew Bible. | read compulsively,
th an intellectual objectivity, putting aside
the prejudices and preconceptions with
vich 1'd grown up, and trying to hear what
& Torah was actually saying.

Next, | decided 1o go to Israel and see

1at it was all about. in lsrael, things
mediately became clearer. | decided to
i more about Torah and enrolled at &
-usalern yeshiva. As my knowledge
epened, | found that my first impressions
rre my most profound: There is a G-d and
d interacts with us. .

israel is the launch-pad: it's a place where
u can be free of the bombardment of "
{boards and television, and all the pressures
American society, to look into yourself.

ime: Yehoshua
cupatior: Student
imetown: Kibbutz Gesher HaZiv, israel

@ most Israeli kids, 1 served in the army for
ee years after graduating high school.

en, after a number of different jobs, | went
ck to kibbutz, where 1 worked in the fields.
'd begun thinking during the time | was in
> army. | wondered about things like my
rpose in fife, what's good for me and

at’s right for me. | also questioned in wider
'ms: what is the destiny of the Jewish

ople? Why are things in Israel as they are?
w is there disagreement and

satisfaction? And | pondered ethical
gstions, as well: What is good? What is

ie? What is the meaning of truth in the
wid?

tdidn't find any answers, and these things
stinued to trouble me. Gradually | became
are of the need for change—to retum to
sts and heritage. Inside myself | began to

i faith in G-d grow, and | wanted this faith
become part of my daily life.

To my friends | have a-message: it

netimes seems that the distance between
thodox and non-Orthodox Jews is vast, but
5 isn't true. Judaism touches the innermost
«<e in the heart of every lew, Once you get
it the first hurdle—the apparent
mation—you find a treasury of meaning

all my friends the privilege of uncovering
their Jewish roots and fulfilling the mission
entrusted to their souls in joy and fullness of
heart.

Name: Yitzchak
Occupation: Urologist
Hometown: Poltava, Ukraine

i reached Israel with my wife Esther and our
year-old daughter Rachel in January 1991, We
had fought 18 months for cur dream of aliyah
to come true, but cur fight for our greater
inheritance—Judaism~—had heen going for
far tonger.

{ was born in Poltava, a city of 25,000
Jewish residents and not a single synagogue.
Poltava is in the Soviet Union, a country in
which not even the texbooks cn ancient
history contained the word Jew’ When | was
growing up, the insulting of the Jews was &
national sport at grassroots level and the
numerus clausus, firmily restricting numbers
of Jews students in institutes of higher
learning, expressed the official attitude.

This was enough to stem my childhood
interest in Jewish history and a Jewish way of
life, but after | started medical school, |
gathered a group of lewish students with

whom 1o study Torah. it wasn't long before

the KGB summoned me 1o their local

headguarters to accuse me of spreading

judaism’— a crime on a level with viclating

State security. The charge would be dropped, |

they said, if | renounced my judaism. |
As our people have done throughout the

suddenly terminated.

Tirne passed. | graduated and started work
as a urologist at the Poltava Hospital. And in
secret, | started crcumcising Jewish men and
paby boys in the homes of friends in Poltava
and in hotel rooms in other cities. Medical
complications would have led to exposure—
but, miracuiously, not one of the 2000 adults
and infants { dircumdcised became il

Life eased a fittle with the coming of
Mikhait Gorbachev. But even so, Esther and |
had to travel all the way to Vilna to marry in a
tewish ceremony in a synagogue. Once
married, we moved to Moscow, where a new
period of our lives began. At last we were
able to integrate Torah study with our work. |
continued to do drcumcisions at Moscow's
Marina-Rostcha Synagogue, and later reached
an agreement with the cinic where | worked,
so that | could perform circurmncisions under
clinical conditions. Esther worked as a
chemical engineer at the famous Soviet
Academy of Science.

While we now lived totally in accordance
with Torah, every step of cur life as Jews
brought hardship. So, in the summer of 1989,
when Esther was three months pregnant with
Rachel, we first applied to come to lsrael. Our
dream finally came true in January 1991

I'd like 10 end with a2 message for our

brothers and sisters who have not yet
committed themselves to a Torah way of life:
Remember the words of the Baal Shem Tov
that every lew is heir to the greatest
inheritance in the world—Judaism—aned
needs only to be reminded from time to time.

Hamuch Chakr
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16/6 HARAV LOPIAN STREET, JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

RECEIVED
FEB 2 3 2004
B’H
i.EGAL SERVICES
Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation
P.0.B. 8300
San Francisco, CA. 94128-8300
US.A.
Thursday, 05 February 2003
Dear Sirs:

Re: Application for Funding from Holocaust Victims’ Funds

Further to our recent application regarding Brit procedures for Holocaust survivors, please find
attached three additional letters from Jewish Leaders in Russia and Ukraine.

Enc: Letter from Rabbi Berel Lazar (Chief Rabbi of Russia)
Letter from Rabbi Ezriel Chaykin (Chief Rabbi of Ukraine)
Letter from Mr Meir Tembler (Chairman of Federation of Jewish Communities
of Ukraine)

Yours faithfully
EZRAT AHIM BRIT YOSEF YITZCHAK

/\1,\////'7 !

Rabbi Yaron Amit
Director

NB: Please note that we have not received confirmation of safe receipt of our recent application.
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Rabbi Berel Lazar

Chief Rabbi of Russia

2-nd Vsheslavtzev Per. 5, Moscow, 103055, Russia ® Phone 17-095) 231-3030, fax (7-095) 231-3031 ® E-mail: lazar@jewish.ru
December 8. 2003

Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation
P.O. Box 8300

San Francisco, CA. 94128-8300
USA.

Dear Sirs:

Re: Recommendation regarding the Ezrat Achim, Brit Yossef Yitzchak
Organization.

We have been working for the pat few years with the Brit Yossef Yitzchak Organization.
1 can attest that this organization circumcises any Jew. from any place in the world, who
requests this service, yet most of the candidates for circumcision come from the former
Soviet Union. All expenses are covered by the organization, including cost of operating
rooms (from the age of 6 months, circumcision is performed in an operating room), air
travel, local transportation, physicians, medical equipment and supplies, and outreach
advertising.

Thousands of circumeisions were performed by this organization, including some
holocaust survivors in the former Soviet Union. This organization is by far the most
prominent and largest organization that performs circumcisions for Russian Jews.
Circumcision is a basic requirement of the Jewish Faith for each male Jew, and,
therefore. this organization helps any Jew, and especially holocaust survivors. to fulfill
the commandment of G-d, and become a complete Jew.

Since every male Jew is required to be circumcised, and since, as mentioned, the
procedure requires full operating room services, and even hospitalization for elderly
persons who undergo circumcision, I therefore strongly recommend that the organization
be included amongst thosc organizations that receive funds from residual funds of the
Sctilement Fund. Through this, Jews will be able to fulfill their fundamental religious
requirement, which was denied them by the Nazi regime and its supporters.

Sincere/l)‘. -
Va L J >2€/
| Lazar
Chief Rabbi of Russia
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January 12, 2004

Holocaust Victim Litigation
San Francisco
USA

Dear Sirs,

The organization Ezrat Achim Brit Yossef Yitzchak, helps circumcise any

Jewish person who requests to be circumgised, most of the demands come
from the former Soviet Union.

rooms, when cicumcision is performed pn a person elder then six months,

travel, physicians, medical care and supp

All expenses are covered by the organization, including cost of operating
ies.

for the Jews in the former Soviet Unian countries, up to now tens of
thousands benefited from their help. They extend their help to any Jew and
especially to holocaust survivors.

Brit Yosesef Ytzchak is the largest org:‘n:ltfation that performs circumcisions

We strongly recommend to include this organization amongs those that
receive funds from residual funds of the Settlement Fund. Through this,
holocaust survivors will be able to fulfill their fundamental rehigious
obligation, denied them by the Nazi regime and its supporters.

/% /.

Ezriel Chaikin
Chief Rabbi
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Federation of Jewish Communitics of the Ukraine nsamna avnmn moapa nN

December 29, 2003

Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation
P.0.Rox 8300

San Francisco, CA, 94128-8300
U.sS.A.

Dear Sirs,

Re: Recommendation regarding the Ezrat Achim, Brit Yossef Yitzchak
Organization

I am writing on bchalf of the Brit Yossef Yitzchak Organization, the lurgest and the most active and
well-known organization that performs circumeisions for the Holocaust survivors living on the territory
of the former Soviet Lnion (FSU) including Ukraine. These people have long been deprived by the
Nazis and, later, the Soviet totalitarian regime of the possibility to fulfill this basio requirement of the
Jewish religion. Now at the decline of their worthy and often extremely hard lives the Holocaust
survivors view circumcision as their final mission which will make their being complete and
meaningful. The Brit Yossel Yitzchak Organization not just helps them with the procedure, but also
bears all expenses ranging from the cost of the operating room, rent of medical equipment, and payment
to physicians, to transportation, supplies, and outreach. The medical assistance provided by this
organization is parficularly impontant since all Holocaust survivors, who are elderly and, due to the
improper health carc in the FSU countries, are often sick pcople, require quality medical attention
during and after the procedure.

The Brit Yossef Yitzchalc Organization has helped tens of thousands of male fews including thousands
of Holocaust survivors; very many of them, who 1 personally know, claimed that without the assistance
of Brit Yossef Yitzchak, financial as well as organizational, they would have still been unable to fulfill
the commandment of G-d and 10 become righteous Jews. | know of thousands of Holocaust survivors
still awaiting their circumcision, Therefore the organization has to continue its prominent activities and
needs funding to sustain the level of efficiency it is now known for.

T highly recommend that this organization be included to receive funding from the Settlcment Fund's
residuals, This moncy will go a long way to help and make & significant benefit for thousands of the
Holocaust survivors in Ukraine and the FSU by enabling them to fulfill their obligation in the face of G-
d and to do it in safc and comfortablc hospital conditions with due medical attantion.

Sincerely, 4 "
A
Rabbi Mayer Stambler, Chairman

Ywpania, 49080, r.Auenponerponcic, ya Xouenikoe wacce, 11
7o, (0862) 32-64-00, dare (0562) 32-68-70, E-mail box: ufficc@fic.comua
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